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One of the great paradoxes of our tradition is that seeing and vision are not the 

same thing. 

Most of us spend our days seeing. We notice faces, headlines, schedules, emails, 

the things that need to get done. We see what is urgent, what is obvious. We see 

what confirms what we already believe. 

But vision… vision is something else entirely. 

Tomorrow morning, if I were to ask each of us what we noticed on the drive home 

from synagogue this evening, we would all have different answers. Some of us 

would remember the weather. Some would notice the flowers in bloom. Others 

might remember the driver who cut us off. 

We all will have looked at the same world. We did not all see the same thing. 

That is the difference between sight and vision. 

This Shabbat takes its name from the opening word of its haftarah: Chazon 

Yeshayahu – “The vision of Isaiah.” In this passage, the prophet Isaiah looks at the 

religious life of his community and sees something others have failed to notice. The 

rituals are continuing. The offerings are being brought. The festivals are being 

observed. But beneath the appearance of faithfulness, Isaiah sees a society that 

has lost sight of justice, compassion, and its responsibility to the most vulnerable, 

and this is the teaching inherent in his prophesying on Shabbat Chazon… 

The people of Israel could see the Temple. They saw the sacrifices. They observed 

the festivals. From the outside, they were doing everything our religion and ritual 

tradition asked of them at that time. 



But God saw something they did not. 

God saw the widow who had been overlooked and the orphan who had been 

forgotten. God saw injustice where people saw normalcy. And God saw suffering 

that had become invisible. 

Isaiah’s words in this week’s Haftarah are not a rejection of worship. They are a 

reminder of what worship is supposed to do. Prayer is meant to change the way we 

see, or at the very least, to open our hearts and our inner eyes to seeing things in 

diverse ways – beyond what appears as reality at a glance. Prayer begs us, requires 

us even, to dig a little deeper than the liturgy on the surface pages of our lives. 

When we gather in this sanctuary, we are not simply fulfilling a ritual. We are 

practicing seeing the world through God’s eyes. Eyes that notice the person sitting 

alone. Eyes that recognize the newcomer before they have to introduce themselves, 

that see beyond disagreement to the Divine image in another human being. Eyes 

that refuse to let another person’s pain become invisible. 

Herein lies the true meaning behind the name Shabbat Chazon – the Shabbat of 

Vision. The designation is not a sign that Isaiah predicts what will happen to our 

people. Rather it is so named because in his prophecy, Isaiah is really inviting us to 

see what God sees. And once we begin to see the world that way, we cannot help 

but begin to change it. 

As we prepare for next week’s Tisha B’Av observance, we remember a world that 

was broken, filled with sadness and despair with heaviness all around. Some of us 

may feel we are living in a similar feeling world today. But Shabbat asks something 

more of us. Not simply to mourn what was, but to become the kind of people who 

can see what could yet be. See and share that vision loudly and proudly. We each 



can and need to be Isaiahs for our community sounding the Shofar of possibility 

that awakens us, causes us to wipe the dust from our eyes and look beyond that 

which lies directly in our sightline. Together our vision can expand to encompass so 

much more – that is our work now – to encourage one another and strive to see as 

God sees. What magic and awaits us from that vantage point! 

May God grant us clear sight and bless us also with sacred vision… 

Shabbat Shalom 

 


