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On Friday, 2-16-18, 
Cantor Shira Nafshi 
led services at Tem-
ple Adath Yeshurun.  
 
Her sermon was in 
response to the  
massacre at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Park-
land, Florida. We are 
reprinting her ser-
mon that ties together 
her ideas about sanc-
tuary and school 
safety, in lieu of the 
Rabbiôs  
Message (which will 
return in the April 
ó18 Bulletin). 
 
An editorial caution 
for our readers is 
included in the text 
because of the strong 
language in the con-
cluding  prayer by 
Rabbi Joe Blackð
who addressed the 
Colorado State 
House just one day 
later, and delivered 
this prayer on that 
occasion. 

This weekôs Parashah, Tôrumah, talks 
about building the tabernacle. It goes into 
intricate detail of how the construction is to 
take place. Everything is listed and de-
scribed in loving detail. 

 What is a Tabernacle?  One definition is 
ñsanctuary.ò The Hebrew word, 
ñMishkan,ò is defined as ñdwell,ò ñrest,ò 
or ñto live in.ò  God dwelt in this sanctuary 
when among the people while they were 
travelling in the desert. 
  

MANTY & TAY Congregants Feed Needy on Souper-Bowl Sunday 

 
A 

MESSAGE   
From the 

CANTOR 
 

Shira Nafshi 

Temple Teens Respond to Rabbiôs Challenge:  The Rabbiôs  Souper-Bowl Message called for action.  TAY  
members Ryan Rosenberg, Jacob Herlicka, and Kelly Arnold enthusiastically sort cans for delivery to New Horizons. 
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A Prayer on Thoughts and Prayers 

by Shira Nafshi 

Sanctuary.  So many definitions of 
this word.  We are in this sanctuary, 
lovingly built and maintained by this 
holy congregation to be a place where 
we can gather, study, pray, learn, ar-
gue, grow, laugh, sing, and raise our 
children to do the same.   
 
This sanctuary is a place of peace ï a 
place that, we hope, can help provide 
strength in stormy times, comfort  
 

Continued at Cantorôs Message, p. 2 

Photo by David Rosenzweig 
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wisdom, ourselves, to make it happen. 
 
I am done with thoughts and prayersðthey  are useless: A platitude that helps noth-
ing and no one and is, in the end, meaningless. 
 
These words, by Rabbi Joe Black, are the only prayer I can offer in this world where 
what should be sanctuaries for our children, built by our communities in order to 
help our children build a future for themselves that is as bright and promising as it 
can possibly be, become bloodbaths echoing with the screams of the wounded, the 
silence of the dead, and the weeping of those left behind. 
 
[Editorôs note:  the language in Rabbi Joe Blackôs prayer which follows is  
visceral and disturbing.  We reprint it here because it powerfully reflects how Can-
tor Nafshi and others feel in the wake of the shootings.] 
 
Our God and God of all people,  
God of the Rich and God of the Poor.  
God of the teacher and God of the student.  
God of the families who wait in horror.  
God of the dispatcher who hears screams of terror from under bloodied desks.  
God of the first responder who bravely creeps through ravaged hallways.  
God of the doctor who treats the wounded.  
God of the rabbi, pastor, imam or priest who seeks words of comfort  
 but comes up empty.  
God of the young boy who sees his classmates die in front of him.  
God of the weeping, raging, inconsolable mother who screams at the sight of her 
 childôs lifeless body.  
God of the shattered communities torn apart by senseless violence.  
God of the legislators paralyzed by fear, partisanship, money and undue influence.  
God of the Right.  
God of the Left.  
God who hears our prayers.  
God who does not answer.  
On this tragic day when we confront the aftermath of the 18th School shooting in 
 our nation on the 46th day of this year, I do not feel like praying.  
Our prayers have not stopped the bullets.  
Our prayers have changed nothing.  
Once again, a disturbed man with easy access to a death machine has squinted 
 through the sights of a weapon, aimed, squeezed a trigger and taken out 
 his depraved anger, pain and frustration on innocents: pure souls.  
Students and teachers. Brothers and sisters. Mothers and fathersðcut down in an 
 instant by the power of hatred and technology.  
We are guilty, O God.  
We are guilty of inaction.  
We are guilty of complacency.  
We are guilty of allowing ourselves to be paralyzed by politics.  
The blood of our children cries out from the ground.  
The blood of police officers cut down in the line of duty flows through our streets.  
I do not appeal to You on this terrible morning to change us.  
 We can only do that ourselves.  
Our enemies do not come only from far away places.  
The monsters we fear live among us.  
May those in this room who have the power to make change find the courage  
 to seek a pathway to sanity and hope.  
May we hold ourselves and our leaders accountable.  
Only then will our prayers be worthy of an answer.  
AMEN  
 
Opening Prayer For the Colorado State House in the Aftermath of a Tragedy  

February 15, 2018  
Rabbi Joe Black 

 

CANTORôS MESSAGE, cont. from p. 1. 

 
in times of sorrow, and peace to troubled 
souls. 
 
We have other sanctuaries in our lives ï 
or places that should be seen as such. Our 
homes. Sometimes places where our hob-
bies are (dance studio, riding stable, art 
studio, etc).  And, for our children, their 
schools. 

 
At least, 
thatôs the 
way itôs 
supposed 
to be.  But 
there have 
been 18 
school 
shootings 
since 2018  
began. 
Eighteen 
different 
times, and 
different 
places 
around the 
country, 

where parents kissed their children good-
bye in the morning, with no idea that it 
would be the last time they would say ñI 
love youò as their child walked out the 
door to board the bus, or closed the car 
door and headed up the pathway and into 
the building that was supposed to be a 
place of safety and learning.   
 
There is a Hebrew phrase that says ñYesh 
Gôvul.ò It means, ñThere is a limit.ò Yesh 
GôvulðIôve reached my limit as to how 
much I can take.  
 
How many more lives, young or old, have 
to be lost before real change happens? 
Before the lives and safety of our children 
are considered more important than the 
right of someone who is mentally ill to 
easily obtain a weapon that can kill so 
many people within seconds?  
 
There are no easy answers. There are no 
easy solutions. There is no one answer or 
solution that will help.  
 
But there are answers and there are solu-
tionsðand we need leaders who have the 
courage to do what needs to be done to 
make the changes that must come.  
 
We need to have the courage and  

Cantor Shira Nafshi with her 
daughter Liba, age 4. 
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Dear Congregants, 
 

Itôs hard to believe 
Passover is upon us. I 
am looking forward 
to spending the holi-
days with family and 
friends. I might even 
try making my own 
Matzo to supplement 
the ñMatzogramò 
printed Matzos I  
ordered from the 

Temple Sisterhood.  
 
March is a very busy beginning with 
Purim. Steve Short, and Rabbi Beth 
wrote the lyrics for this yearôs Rock & 
Roll Purim Spiel, which was funny 
and informative.  The choir and various 
soloists brought the story to life under 
the able musical direction of Joe Rojek, 
whose piano accompaniment was en-
hanced by Elliott Frank on drums.  See 
lyrics and pictures on pages 7 to 9 of 
this Bulletin. 
 
Joel Gordon is chairing the Brother-
hood Purim Party, a carnival of ex-
ceptional games and food. This event is 
open to the community and Parents are 
strongly encouraged to enjoy the games 
with their children. 
 
The first night of Passover is March 30. 
The Temple Sisterhood will again pro-
vide a catered Second Night Seder, on 
March 31, chaired by Dot Warsaw. 
Last yearôs dinner was a big success 
and tickets are still available.  If you 
donôt have plans, or donôt feel like do-
ing the cooking yourself, consider join-
ing us for a community event led by 
Rabbi Beth with her guitar.  
 
Looking ahead to April, Temple Adath 
Yeshurun is hosting the annual Man-
chester commemoration of Yom 
Hashoah on April 11. The community 
will be able to remember those we lost 
at a formal service.  
 
On Saturday night, April 14, we will 
present the Aryaloka Quartet in con-
cert, performing works by Jewish com-
posers who perished in the Shoah. 
These include Erwin Schulhoff, Pavel 
Haas, and Leo Smit. More information 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
Cate Tanzer 

can be found in the article on page 13 of 
this Bulletin.  
 
Bagels and Biscuits 5K, our spring fund-
raiser, will be held on April 15, 9 AM, at 
Derryfield Park.  Hopefully, we will have 
great weather, and lots of runners and walk-
ers, both two-legged and four-legged. It is a 
fun family event in its fifth year.  
 
For the 2018 Bagels and Biscuits, we have 
extended categories and more chances to 
win prizes. And back by popular demand 
will be a massage therapist to sooth your 
aching muscles after the mad dash.   
 
As always, I hope to see you soon at one or 
all of our events. Happy Pesach! 
   
   ~Cate Tanzer 
_______________________________________

As I write this, the teens who came for 
Winter Wonderland 
this year are probably 
heading home after a 
busy weekend.  Thanks 
to all of the sisters who 
generously contributed 
goodies for the Oneg 
on Friday,  2-2-18. 
Elaine Penchansky also 
helped with the set-up 
that weekend.  A good 

time was had by all MANTY guests. 
 
We resumed our Breakfast with the Rabbi 
on March 23.   
 
Reservations for the Sisterhood Second 
Night Seder are required for this catered 
meal, and must be in to the temple by 
March 23.  Itôs nice to celebrate this holiday 
together with temple and family.  The 
mealðwith Seder-reading and songðwill 
be on Saturday night, March 31ðthe 
second night of Passover, 2018.  Thank 
you to Dot Warshaw for coordinating and 
organizing this challenging undertaking. 
 
We are planning a Sisterhood luncheon 
outing to Pickety Place on Sunday, April 
29.  A poster to Sisterhood members was 
sent out by email last month.  
 
The deadline for Pickety Place is Friday, 
March 23.  If you have any questions, call 
Ruthie Gordon at 582-2949, or email her:  
ruthiehsgordon@gmail.com. 

After a busy month of December, with 
the Chanukah Party and Christmas Mitz-

vah Program, it was 
on to a fabulous Deli 
Night on January 27 
and a spirited MAN-
TY Winter Wonder-
land Breakfast on 
February 4. Both of 
these events are re-
viewed in articles in 
this Bulletin. 
 

On Sunday, March 11, Joel Gordon or-
ganized this yearôs TAY Purim Party on 
Sunday.  Pictures will follow in the 
April Bulletin.  
 
We have scheduled a Brotherhood 
Breakfast for Sunday, April 22, and 
will have what should be a very enter-
taining presentation by Derry Temple 
Etz Hayimôs Dr. Steve Soreff, who will 
tell us about ñThe Roots and Routes of 
Jewish Humor.ò 
 
Down the road is the Spring Dinner 
Concert on Thursday, May 10, the 
Brotherhood-Sisterhood Service on Fri-
day, May 25, the Memorial Day Service 
on Monday, May 28, and the Annual 
Meeting/BBQ on Tuesday, June 5.  
 
We continue to keep busy, working for 
TAY and for our community in general. 
Guys, if you are not aboard, please get 
on the train. 

 

Mazel tov MARCH!  
 
Mazel Tov to Steve and Fran Short of 
Windham, NH, on the arrival of their 
second grandchildðSamuel Benjamin 
Shortðwho arrived in the fourth week 
of February, 2018.  Samuel is the first 
child of Brendan Short and Sheryl Kane 
of Somerville, MA.  Guess what hap-
pened eight days later?  Steve reports, 
ñNo one fainted!ò 
 
Congratulations to Ted Yegerman on 
being interviewed on videotape about 

his World War II service, by a repre-
sentative of the Library of Congress, 

Washington, D.C.  His story will be 
archived in the national library, and will 

eventually be available for viewing 
online by library patrons. 

BROTHERHOOD NEWS 
Sol Rockenmacher 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 
Linda Rockenmacher 
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2-4-18.  MANTY advisor Jordan Leikin and President Adam Flanders rally the troops 
at the Winter Wonderland breakfast. 

Brotherhood once again Hosts MANTY Winter Wonderland Breakfast 

Sunday morning, February 4, 2018, saw the 
TAY Brotherhood serving breakfast to 85 
teenagers and 15 advisors at the Temple 
Adath Yeshurun social hall. 
 
It was a farewell gathering for representa-
tives of Jewish youth groups from across 
New England who had come to share a 
weekend with their friends from the Man-
chester area.  
 
The Brotherhood served juice, bagels, 
shmeers, pastries, coffee and tea in the so-
cial hall at Temple Adath Yeshurun. 
 
The busy weekend schedule started off with 
very lively and musical religious services 
on Friday night and Saturday morning.  
 
The group then headed off to Gunstock Ski 
Area in Guilford for an afternoon of skiing 
and tubing (with, fortunately, no significant 
injuries). Saturday night activity was a din-
ner dance. 
 
From the feedback so far it was another 
wonder weekend event for the MANTY 
sponsors. Thanks to the host families and to 
the Brotherhood for the Sunday send-off. 
 

The presenters and guests are invited to min-
gle during a refreshment and social time 
after the main program.  
 
Check-in will begin at 6:15 PM for the 6:45 
PM presentation.  
 
An RSVP is requested online at  
interfaithwomennh@gmail.com. 

 
[Ed.Note: 
Rabbi Da-
vidson  
Rabbi Beth  
said, ñI am 
always 
delighted 
to be part 
of inter-
faith edu-
cation, and 
look for-
ward to 
being part 
of this pan-
el,sharing  
Jewish 
views and 
values.ò] 

 

tion of Worship and Rest in the Roman 
Catholic Tradition. Rabbi Beth Da-
vidsonôs topic will be ñShabbat as Re-
newal in Judaism.ò Reyhane Oztekin 
will discuss ñMuslim Day of Prayer.ò 
 
A question-and-answer session will 
take place as time allows.  

Reprinted from The Manchester 
Union Leader, March 2, 2018: 
 
MANCHESTER ð Interfaith 
Women of NH will explore the 
topic of ñNurturing Your Soulò 
from the perspectives of three 
women of the Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim faiths on Tuesday, 
March 20, at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 105 
Wind Song Avenue, Manchester. 
 
ñToday, in the multicultural com-
munity of Manchester, NH, how 
do diverse faiths consistently re-
new and nurture souls?ò is the 
question posed by Interfaith 
Women, which has a mission to 
share religious beliefs, cultures, 
and traditions among women of 
diverse faiths in order to develop 
understanding and friendship 
among all women, their families 
and in the community. 
 
Sister Pauline Maurier, CSC, will 
discuss ñSabbath ð The Evolu-

 

Women of 3 Faiths Speak at IWNH: 
Rabbi Davidson Speaks on ñShabbat as Renewal in Judaismò 
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Peace & Pomegranates 

Stacy Garnick 

SEDER SHEL PESACH APRIL 18 TO 
PALERMO,   ILL BE VERY HAPPY IF 
YOU WANT STAY WITH US. The ad-
dress of the place where we will SEDER 
SHEL PESACH   is: LARGO CAVA-
LIERI DI MALTA , 18 PALERMO (side 
street of  VIA CAVOUR)  at 19.30. 
 
So who would these people be, with 
whom would be sharing Pesach? Was 
this address someoneôs home? How ob-
servant would they be? What should we 
bring them? And for starters how do we 
find LARGO CAVALIERI 
DI MALTA , 18 PALERMO (side street 
of  VIA CAVOUR)? 
 
We try Google, we try the GPS. A 16 and 
a 17 show up on this street, but no 18. 
Okay we will go early on ñCarpò time 
and figure it out. Serendipity reigns:  the 
address is only a 15-minute walk from 
where we are staying.  
The address is in the Medieval section.  
 
We find the street, and finally we find 
#18. It is a wine bar carved out of an old 
Medieval building. Could this be it? Iris 
notices a long table set and theorizes it 
must be the place; I see a DJ set-up and 
think this canôt be the place. The bar 
owner has no idea what we are talking 
about when we inquire about the Seder. 
 
Iris suggests we sit - order a little wine 
and appetizers and wait to see if people 
start to arrive.  Itôs 7:15 and the Seder is 
supposed to begin at 7:30. At 7:30 there 
is still no sign of a Salvo or a Seder.  
 
At 7:40 I see a man in a suit with a wom-
an in a purple flowery dress. Could that 
be matzah in the plastic bag she is carry-
ing? They are waiting around and I start 
to follow them. Then another woman 
joins them.  
 
I ask ñDo any of you speak English?ò  
She responds ñYes, are you here for the 
Passover Seder?ò  
We reply ñYes,ò and indeed it was mat-
zah in the bag. 
 
We greet each other and find out that in 
fact we are having the Seder at the long 
table in the wine bar, but Salvo has not 
arrived yet (clearly he is not on Carp 
time). A short time later, Salvo, a warm-

hearted man in his 30s, arrives with a big 
smile and a bag full of ñSeder shel Pe-
sach.ò 
 
Out of this one bag comes candlestick 
holders, a plastic Seder plate, all the 
items for the Seder plate, a Tupper-
wareÉ full of charoset, photocopies of a 
Haggadah in Hebrew and Italian, and for 
us, a Haggadah in English and Hebrew, 
and Salvoôs Talit (which he wears during 
the seder). 
 
Next Kirsten (from Germany) wearing a 
Jewish star, arrives with her husband and 
a menorah (which she places in the mid-
dle of the table). 
 
Now we see that someone has put bitter 
herbs at each place setting at the long 
table (raddichio ï perhaps there is no 
horseradish in Sicily). In fact, a Seder is 
unfolding in front of our eyes. I give 
Salvo the Afikomen cover we brought for 
him and he adds it to his Passover bag. 
 
So who are these wonderful Jewish Ital-
ians with whom we are sharing our Se-
der? 
 
Carolina (who is the only person fluent 
in English and is delighted to serve as 
our translator) tells us her story. It turns 
out her story is in some form the story of 
many around the table, and probably the 
story of many Jews who remained in 
Europe after WWII. 
 
She was raised as a Catholic in Italy by a 
French mother and an Italian father. In 
her teens she began to read every piece 
of fiction she could find by Jewish au-
thors. When she was 12 years old, her 
grandmother asked her ñWhy do you 
read so many books by Jewish authors?ò 
She had no idea why, but continued to 
read. 
  
When Carolina was 14, her grandmother 
asked her again.  And then her grand-
mother told her that in fact Carolina had 
born Jewish in France. She was a baby 
during WWII and she and her mother 
(Carolinaôs great-grandmother) were 
hidden and saved during the Holocaust.  
Carolinaôs mother had never told even 
her own husband that she was Jewish. 
 

  In 2011, after her short 
  trip during Pesach, to 
  Sicily, Italyðmy friend 
  Marilyn Carp sent me 
  this letter, which I am 
  sharing with you now 
  because it tells a very 
  special Passover story.  
 

 
 

Our Passover Journey to Largo  
Cavalieri di Malta, 18,  
Palermo, Italy 

 
Dear Family and Friends,  
 
I wanted to share our amazing Passo-
ver Seder experience in Sicily. I know itôs 
long, but I truly think it is worth reading. It 
is a reminder of the many ñdayenusò we 
have as Jews who know our roots and live 
in a place where we have Jewish communi-
ty. 
  
When we began planning our trip to Sicily 
during Passover we knew we wanted it to 
include a Passover Seder.  There are Jews 
everywhere, right? There must be a Chabad 
House in Italy. With my daughter, Iris, I 
Googled ñJews in Sicily,ò and so the jour-
ney began. 
 
Turns out there were plenty of Jews in Sici-
ly, at least until the Spanish Inquisition. 
Sicily has been subject to invaders from all 
over the world and in the late 1400s we 
were under Spanish rule, and were ex-
pelled. There is no synagogue and no Jew-
ish community in Palermo. We wondered is 
it possible that there are no Jews left in 
Sicily? 
 
Next we Google ñPassover in Sicilyòé 
 
Rabbi Barbara Aiello comes up in our 
Google search, a Jewish-American of Ital-
ian descent.  
 
She led us to Salvo in Palermo: 
 
ITôS ME SALVO PARRUCCA THE AS-
SISTANT RABBI AIELLO,  WE PLAY 

The Carp Familyôs 2011 Passover in Palermo, Italy 
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Cont. at CARP FAMILY, p. 7. 
CARP FAMILY, cont. from p. 6. 
 
Thus began Carolinaôs Jewish Journey. 
While she lived in Rome, she began to 
study Hebrew and to learn more about 
Judaism. When she moved to Sicily 
she sought out any Jewish connections 
she could find, and that is what led her 
to Salvo. 
 
And what about Salvo? He also was 
not raised as a Jew; his mother was of 
Libyan Jewish descent. Somewhere as 
a young adult he began to study his 
Jewish roots and made a connection to 
Rabbi Barbara (Rabbi Mama) in Milan.  
 
He is studying to become Bar Mitzvah 
in June and has taught himself to read 
Hebrew. He was the only Italian person 
at the table who could read Hebrew 
and he did so beautifully throughout 
the Sederðfollowing each passage 
with an Italian translation. 
 
So who was Kirsten from Germany? 
Her mother is Italian and her father is 
German and she was raised as a Chris-
tian. She was looking through family 
documents at age 16 and discovered 
that her mother was Jewish.  And so 

She kept hugging us and thanking us for 
the simple melodies. She is a musician in 
search of the sound of Jewish music. 
 
So this is the Chevra that gathers for all the 
Jewish holidays in Palermo, Sicily. They 
clearly are amazed and thrilled to have 
found each other. Each on their own circui-
tous path to a tradition they know so little 
about with Salvo in the center. 
 
When Kirsten talked about how much she 
treasured the few Jewish ritual items she 
owned, Iris and I both had the same idea. 
Letôs send them some of the extra Jewish 
ritual items we have at home to this fledg-
ling community. (How many chanukiyot 
do we need?)  
 
We could send new ones, but LôDor vôdor 
is so much more meaningful for all of us, 
but especially for these people in search of 
their Jewish roots and desperate for Jewish 
connections. 
 
We will send them a care package in honor 
of Salvo becoming Bar Mitzvah in June. 
 
Chag Pesach Sameôach (Happy Passover!) 
 
       With love from Marilyn and Iris Carp 
 

began Kirstenôs Jewish Journey. 
She is working on a ñreturnò to Judaism 
and the 7-branched menorah she 
brought to the table is one of the few 
ritual items she owns. She said it is im-
possible to get any Jewish items in all of 
Sicily. 
 
Then there was the French Catholic 
woman who was married to a Morrocan 
Jew for 12 years. She was so excited to 
be celebrating Passover again. She start-
ed the Seder with a Moroccan tradition 
of walking around with the Seder plate 
and putting it over each personôs head 
while reciting ñThis year here, next year 
in Jerusalemò in Hebrew. 
 
It turns out she was the ñreligiousò one 
who kept encouraging Salvo to do more 
Hebrew and less Italian throughout the 
Seder (there is one in every crowdðbut 
they usually arenôt French Catholic). 
 
And then there was Viviana. After Iris 
and I sang Dayenu (they didnôt know 
the melodies) she asked us to PLEASE 
sing some Jewish melodies. We did a 
couple of versions of ñHinei Ma Tovò 
and told them what it meant. She was so  
excited and teary-eyed.  
 

Beauty Contestants from the 2018 Purim Spiel 

3-2-18.  From left, Ms. ShushanðMandy Frank; Ms. GomorrahðEmilie Kaplan; Ms. PersopolisðNancy Frankel; Ms. Sodomð
Brooke Flanders.  Queen VashtiðMary Singerðlooks on from back center.  Photo by David Rosenzweig. 

For more info on the Cast and excerpts of the parody lyrics, see pages  8 and 9. 
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Hello Shushan, what'cha sayinô? 
I've come to watch your Jews a-prayin'. 
Will they beat that evil guy? 
Doo-ait-n-doo-doo, read Megilla! 
Ba da-da da-da da-da, read Megillað 
Ba da-da da-da da-da, read Megilla. 
 
I got stories to tell, and promises to keep. 
Thereôs action and romance, you wonôt go to 
 sleep! 
Drunken kings and brave uncles and beauties 
 galoreð 
Thereôs candy for yaô, read Megilla! 
Ba da-da da-da da-da, read Megillað 
Ba da-da da-da da-da, read Megilla. 

3-2-18.  Front row:  Mandy Frank, Mary Singer, Emilie Kaplan.  Second row:  
Brooke Flanders, Elliott Frank, Nancy Frankel.  Back row:  Jonathan Baron, 
Eric Lafleur, Jet Goldberg, Joe Rojek, Steve Short, Alan Kaplan.   
    ~All Purim pictures by D. Rosenzweig. 

 

TAY Purim Spiel 5778 
Rock and Roll 

 

Parody Lyrics  
by  

Steven Short  
&  

Rabbi Beth D. Davidson 
 

CAST 
 

   Narrator:  Rabbi Beth D. Davidson 

   Queen Vashti:  Mary Singer 

   King Ahasveros:  Jonathan Baron 

   Beauty Contestants:  Brooke Flanders,         

 Mandy Frank, Nancy Frankel,   

 Emilie Kaplan 

   Queen Esther:  Mandy Frank 

   Bigthan & Teresh:  Eric Lafleur, Sr. 

 & Jonathan Baron 

   Haman:  Alan Kaplan 

   Mordechai:  Steve Short 

   Zeresh:  Jet Goldbert 

 

 Drums:  Elliott Frank 

 Piano:  Joe Rojek 

Musical Director:  Joe Rojek 

 

Opening Song 
59th Street Bridge Song 

 
ñThe 59th Street Bridge Song (Feelin' 
Groovy)ò is a song by folk music duo Simon 
& Garfunkel, appearing on their 1966 album 
Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme, written 
by Paul Simon. 
 
Slow down, donôt go too fast, 
You got to make the story last, 
Just waltzinô through our history, 
Looking for fun and read Megilla! 
Ba da-da da-da da-da, read Megillað 
Ba da-da da-da da-da, read Megilla. 

Narrator Rabbi Beth  
unrolls the Megillah. 
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Where it began, youôd know if you were listôning, 
But then we know it's growing late! 
It was Adar, 
before spring becomes summer. 
Who'd have believed we would be saved? 
Jews, saving Jewsð 
Reaching out, saving me, saving you. . .  
 
[Chorus] 
Sweet Hadassah, 
Being Jewish seems so good (so good, so good) 
Now we are saved. 
They believed we never wouldé 
 

But now we look at tonight, and it don't 
 seem so scaryð 
We filled it up with mirth and joy. 
And when we sing, 
Evil runs off our shoulders. 
How can we fear when we look to you? 
 
 
Jews, saving Jewsð 
Reaching out, touching me, touching you 
JEWS HELPING JEWS! 
JEWS HELPING JEWS! 
(chorus) 

 
Haman ï Impossible Dream 

 
ñThe Impossible Dream (The Quest)ò is  
a popular song composed by Mitch Leigh,  
with lyrics written by Joe Darion. The song is 
the most popular song from the 1965 Broad-
way show Man of La Mancha. 
 
To dream the so possible dream, 
To fight the so beatable Jew, 
To give them unbearable sorrow, 
To cut them down to a few. 
 
And I know if I'll only be true 
To my glorious quest, 
That my heart will lie peaceful and calm 
When I'm laid to my rest. 
 
And my land will be better for this: 
That one man planned and plotted with lots, 
And strove with his last ounce of malice 
To make sure that my enemy rots! 

MordechaiðRoxanne 
 
"Roxanne" is a song by English rock band  
The Police. Written by lead singer and bass-
ist Sting, the song was released in April 1978 
as a single from their debut album Outlandos 
d'Amourðwritten from the point of view of a 
man who falls in love with a prostitute. 

Esther, you will have to put on the red light. 
The days are coming youôll have to sell your 
 body to the night. 
Esther, you do have to wear that dress tonight. 
Please the king now, honeyé just don't care if 
 it's wrong or if it's right. 

Alan Kaplan is the evil villain 
whose name must be drowned out. 

Steve Short brings heart to the role of 
Estherôs protective uncle, Mordechai. 

Mandy Frank once again thrills the audience 
with her golden voice  and stage presence as 
beautiful and brave Queen Estherðwhose  
Hebrew name was Hadassah. 

At right, Jonathan Baron and Eric Lafleur create 
comic relief as the two plotters, Teresh and 
Bigthan, whose song is based on Sonny and Cherôs 
ñI Got You, Babe.ò 
 
They say weôre dumb and we donôt know 
How bad it is, he really needs to go. 
Well I do know, and all thatôs true; 
And you got me, and Biggy, I got youð 
Bigð 
I got you, Bigð 
I got you, Big. 
 
 

Below, Jet Goldberg reminds us 
that even bad guys have someone 
who loves them.  She plays 
Hamanôs wife, Zeresh. 

ñ 

Closing SongðSweet Caroline 
 
ñSweet Carolineò is a song written and performed by American recording artist Neil Diamond and 
released in June 1969 as a single with the title ñSweet Caroline (Good Times Never Seemed So Good).ò 


